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2004 National Trails Awards 

OUTSTANDING TRAIL SHARING AWARD  

Jefferson County Open Space, Colorado, for their successful trail sharing efforts demonstrated in 
their Volunteer Park Patroller/Bike Right programs.  
 
With nearly 57,000 acres of parkland and 150 miles of natural surface trail, Jefferson County Open 
Space has become a premier mountain biking, hiking and horseback riding destination in the Denver 
metro area.  

As with many trail systems near urban centers, trail conflict has become an area of management 
concern for Jefferson County Open Space. To address these concerns two programs were 
implemented.  

The Park Patroller Program has over 80 volunteers who have been trained to help enforce park 
regulations, provide education on trail sharing and trail user courtesy, and engage in multi-use conflict 
resolution.  

The Bike Right Program is an educational effort specifically designed to reach the mountain biking 
community.  

With support from park rangers and local bike manufacture's, volunteers created educational and 
outreach programs that included bike clinics, bike tune-ups and bike demos while educating bicyclists 
on appropriate trail sharing and multi-use yielding techniques. 

Through efforts of Ranger staff and Wheat Ridge Cyclery, trail-users observed following multi-use trail 
yielding techniques or showing a high degree of trail courtesy are awarded Bike Right Gift Certificates.  

The Outstanding Trail Sharing Award recognizes innovative and successful trail sharing efforts, 
programs, and systems. 

The National Trails Awards are presented by American Trails to recognize the exemplary people across 
the landscape of America who are working to create a national system of trails to meet the recreation, 
health, and travel needs of all Americans. 
 

 

http://www.americantrails.org/Austin/awardnomNTS04.html

